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These reference tables contain statistics of the total population in the India sub-continent and the three countries in that 
continent. Here we also compare the projections made for these countries in 2017 and 2019. The graph besides each 
table shows the total population of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while 
the y-axis is the total population. Each circle represents a certain year.

A huge downward revision has been made in the 2019 UN report for both India and Bangladesh.
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Total human population, with projections from 2017 UN report, India sub-continent, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2017 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 76.295
1000 0.02 76.295
1500 0.10 111.899
1600 0.28 137.331
1700 0.34 167.849
1820 0.53 212.609 1820
1870 1.04 257.368  
1913 2.43 308.944 1913
1950 4.97 451.762 1950
1960 7.51 542.589 1960
1970 14.45 676.717 1970
1975 17.96 759.396 1975
1980 20.77 856.323 1980
1985 22.77 967.086 1985
1990 23.49 1084.001 1990
1995 23.92 1202.019 1995
2000 23.94 1323.155 2000
2005 23.05 1441.459 2005
2010 21.82 1553.690 2010
2015 20.76 1659.635 2015
2020 19.72 1761.335 2020
2025 18.15 1856.860 2025
2030 16.57 1942.818 2030
2040 11.25 2079.144 2040
2050 6.55 2167.845 2050
2060 2.01 2210.168 2060
2070 -1.94 2208.060 2070
2080 -4.77 2171.425 2080
2090 -6.47 2112.698 2090
2100 -8.17 2042.089 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

India sub-continent total human population, with UN 2017 projections, 1-2100 

The population of the Indian sub-continent is estimated 
to have been 75 million people in year 1 of the current 
era, or a third of the global total. It was broadly stable 
through to the first millennium, but then it grew again. 
Between 1700 and 1820 it rose from 165 million to 209 
million, slower than the worldwide population growth 
and so its share of the global population fell from 27% 
in 1700, to 20%  by 1820.

The population of what is now India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh grew most 
rapidly around 2000 and in 2017 was 
predicted to peak at 2.2 billion people in 
2064, before falling to 2.0 billion by 2100 
and continuing to fall thereafter. It may 
never rise as high as 2.0 billion if current 
estimation techniques are awry. This will 
soon become more obvious as new data is 
released.

Population growth rates have already begun to slow 
down in the Indian sub-continent. The fastest rates of 
growth in acceleration were recorded in the 1960s. by 

1998 annual

By 1870 there were just over 250 million people living in 
what had become a British colony, or 20% of the world 
total, by 1913 there were just over 300 million or 17%. by 
1950 there were 450 million growing at 5 million a year, but 
still 18% of the world total. Population average growth in 
the rest of the world was identical. By the year 2000 there 
were 1.3 billion people, 21% of the world's population and 
similar to 1820.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, India sub-continent, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 76.295
1000 0.02 76.295
1500 0.10 111.899
1600 0.28 137.331
1700 0.34 167.849
1820 0.53 212.609 1820
1870 1.04 257.368  
1913 2.43 308.944 1913
1950 4.97 451.762 1950
1960 7.51 542.589 1960
1970 14.45 676.717 1970
1975 17.96 759.396 1975
1980 20.77 856.323 1980
1985 22.77 967.086 1985
1990 23.49 1084.001 1990
1995 23.92 1202.019 1995
2000 23.94 1323.155 2000
2005 23.05 1441.459 2005
2010 21.82 1553.690 2010
2015 21.19 1659.635 2015
2020 20.00 1765.586 2020
2025 18.00 1859.645 2025
2030 14.91 1945.595 2030
2040 11.21 2083.237 2040
2050 6.33 2169.757 2050
2060 1.68 2209.825 2060
2070 -2.60 2203.411 2070
2080 -5.77 2157.915 2080
2090 -7.65 2088.018 2090
2100 -9.53 2004.917 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

India sub-continent total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100 

In 2019 UN report, the 
population in the Indian sub-
continent has been revised 
downward substantially. The 
decline is now projected to be 
faster after 2050, with it 
peaking at 2203 million 
around 2060 and falling by 
2100 to 2005 million rather 
than 2042 million as was 
projected in 2017, a gap of 37 
million!
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, India, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019 - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 6.71 376.325 1950
1955 7.42 409.881 1955
1960 8.92 450.548 1960
1965 10.46 499.123 1965
1970 12.40 555.190 1970
1975 14.38 623.103 1975
1980 16.13 698.953 1980
1985 17.43 784.360 1985
1990 17.96 873.278 1990
1995 18.33 963.923 1995
2000 18.37 1056.576 2000
2005 17.77 1147.610 2005
2010 16.25 1234.281 2010
2015 14.57 1310.152 2015
2020 13.49 1380.004 2020
2025 12.36 1445.012 2025
2030 9.85 1503.642 2030
2040 6.78 1592.692 2040
2050 2.94 1639.176 2050
2060 -0.42 1651.590 2060
2070 -3.47 1630.706 2070
2080 -5.58 1582.193 2080
2090 -6.59 1519.176 2090
2100 -7.60 1450.421 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

India total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100 

Indian population growth was 
fastest around 2000. The 
projections made in 2019 
significantly revised 
downward those made in 
2017. It is now projected that 
India will have a population of 
1639 million in 2050, instead 
of 1659 million as previously 
predicted and peak at 1651 
million about 2060. It is now 
projected that by 2100 the 
population will have fallen to 
1450 million, rather than 
1517 million predicted in 
2017.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Pakistan, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019 - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 0.59 37.542 1950
1955 0.74 40.488
1960 1.04 44.989 1960
1965 1.32 50.918 1965
1970 1.59 58.142 1970
1975 1.99 66.817 1975
1980 2.54 78.054 1980
1985 2.96 92.192 1985
1990 3.16 107.648 1990
1995 3.47 123.777 1995
2000 3.65 142.344 2000
2005 3.71 160.304 2005
2010 3.91 179.425 2010
2015 4.15 199.427 2015
2020 4.28 220.892 2020
2025 4.21 242.234 2025
2030 3.99 262.959 2030
2040 3.75 302.129 2040
2050 3.23 338.013 2050
2060 2.45 366.792 2060
2070 1.64 387.094 2070
2080 0.87 399.523 2080
2090 0.18 404.491 2090
2100 -0.51 403.103 2100
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Pakistan total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100

Pakistan population growth is expected to be fastest around 
2020. It is not expected to peak until 2090 when it may be over 
404 million. The UN 2019 population projection is 403 million 
people in 2100, which is larger than the 2017 estimate of 352 
million.

In 2019, population in 
Pakistan is projected to 
be 403 million in 2100, 
which is larger than the 
previous estimation 
which is 352 million.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Bangladesh, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019  - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 0.84 37.895 1950
1955 1.01 42.086 1955
1960 1.33 48.014 1960
1965 1.62 55.385 1965
1970 1.47 64.232 1970
1975 1.54 70.066 1975
1980 2.07 79.639 1980
1985 2.35 90.764 1985
1990 2.44 103.172 1990
1995 2.45 115.170 1995
2000 2.39 127.658 2000
2005 1.99 139.036 2005
2010 1.72 147.575 2010
2015 1.71 156.256 2015
2020 1.61 164.689 2020
2025 1.43 172.399 2025
2030 1.07 178.994 2030
2040 0.68 188.417 2040
2050 0.15 192.568 2050
2060 -0.35 191.443 2060
2070 -0.76 185.611 2070
2080 -1.06 176.199 2080
2090 -1.24 164.351 2090
2100 -1.42 151.393 2100
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Bangladesh total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100 

Bangladesh population growth was probably fastest around 
1995. The UN projections made in 2019 are lower than those 
made in 2017. Now Bangladesh is projected to have 193 
million people by 2050, rather than 202 million people as 
projected in 2017.

After 2050 the population is 
expected to decline, and 
faster than projected in 
2017. By 2100, the 
population is now projected 
to be 151 million, rather 
than 174 million as 
projected only two years 
earlier, 24 million fewer 
people!


